American Heritage Series – David Barton 

Why History Matters - Unearthing America’s Christian Foundation: Parts 1 & 2

In today’s classrooms and civil arenas you will find little evidence of the Biblical principles upon which America was founded. In fact, many modern-day historians claim that our nation’s Founders were a diverse group of atheists, deists, and political revolutionaries. But what principles did the Founding Fathers use as the basis for the most successful nation in history? Did they really intend for us to live in a secular society as revisionists claim? Or were they largely a group of God-fearing leaders who believed that Biblical principles should form the underpinning of our government and its Constitution? Discover the amazing truth of our nation’s godly foundation.
1. What is the first reason that comes to your mind when you think about why we declared independence from Great Britain?  Is it similar to what many others think?

2. When did our view of American history change and why did this happen?

3. What group was largely responsible for rewriting history textbooks and who were some of its members?

4. Name some of the main reasons colonists gave for joining the revolution.

5. Barton states that our historical viewpoint affects how we evaluate things in our society.  Name at least 2 areas affected and briefly discuss.
6. How many Founding Fathers can you think of right now?  How many were there in actuality and about how many were Christians?

7. What reason does Barton give for historians singling out the ones they did and glossing over the others even if they contributed far more to our nation’s founding than those we readily recognize?

8. The Declaration of Independence was voted and approved when?  When was it actually signed?

9. What did Dr. Witherspoon contribute to our nation?  What was his profession?
10. What governor of Massachusetts issued prayer proclamations calling upon people to know Jesus?

11. Who was John Trumbull and what did he do?

12. Who was Benjamin Rush and what were some of his contributions? (List more than 2)
13. When the colonists were facing severe hardships in their battle against the British, John Adams told Rush how they could overcome their foes.  What did he tell him?

14. Bible societies occupied an important role in the early colonies.  What were 2 of the benefits that accompanied these societies?
15. Dr. Rush believed that he had the ministry of reconciliation.  Briefly describe a situation in which he did this and its outcome.

16. How many framers of the Constitution were there and who was the most active member of the Constitutional Convention?  Had you ever heard of him before?

17. Roger Sherman signed all 4 of our founding documents.  List these documents and the years they were signed. 

18. Sherman also contributed something very significant that helped to resolve a representation issue between states.  What was it?

19. Who were the 4 “Fathers of the Constitution”?

20. James Wilson wrote what?  He also said that you cannot have good civil law if___________________________________________________________.

21. What book was influential in remaking the history of George Washington?  Who wrote it and what was he a member of?
The Faith of Our Founding Fathers: Parts 1 & 2

In today’s society, Americans are increasingly taught false views about the religious and moral beliefs of our Founding Fathers. Were our Founding Fathers rebellious political zealots as many historians now teach? Or were they really men of integrity and strong religious character, as earlier generations and textbooks taught? View original documents that show, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that America’s Founders drew their ideas for this nation from their strong faith in God. As you watch, you will see numerous accounts of God’s intervention clearly visible in the lives and endeavors of our Founding Fathers. In this segment, discover the faith of our Founders that enabled them selflessly to give their lives, fortunes, and sacred honor.
1. Barton says that if you want to separate a following from their leader, attack the leader.  How has this played out in American history as we know it today?

2. Schroeder compiled sayings of George Washington and had them published in 1855 as The Maxims of George Washington.  When it was recently reprinted, what did revisionists say about him?
3. Why didn’t George Washington free his slaves?

4. Of what church was George Washington a member?  Who were some of the people who confirmed his Christianity?

5. In 1787 the members of the Constitutional Convention were having difficulties in the framing of this document.  Explain how they overcame their conflicts and ratified the Constitution.

6. By what margin of votes did George Washington become our first President?
7. What were the 7 things that George Washington did at his inauguration?  Do you think that this confirms or denies his position as a Christian?

8. John Quincy Adams began his career at a very young age as what?  To which 2 countries was he sent to serve?

9. After serving as our 6th President, what was John Quincy Adams’ next place of service to our country?

10. What did John Quincy Adams write to his son?

11. President Garfield wrote a letter talking about an activity he has just engaged in.  What did he do?  Is that a “presidently” thing to do?

12. In September of 1774, Congress met together and opened their first session with what 2 activities?
13. George Washington’s farewell address included this quote:  “Of all the dispositions and_____________________________________________.”

14. When was the American Bible Society founded?  Who helped found it?

15. Who was the first president of the American Bible Society?  What did he write?
16. What were the occupations of the founders of the American Bible Society?  How many were pastors?

17. How many Bible societies were founded between the years 1809-1816?

18. Who was the founder of the Virginia Bible Society?

19. What is the “Jefferson Bible” and what was its original purpose?
20. Who was the “Painter of the American Revolution”?

The Ideas that Birthed a Nation
Our Biblical Constitution
Is America a "Christian Nation?"

Modern history teaches us that our Founding Fathers were atheists, agnostics, and deists yet a closer look into history tells us a different story. America’s founders were united by their deeply held spiritual beliefs, and those beliefs directly impacted the formation of the new nation. Significantly, the Bible was the source of many of the unique ideas and unprecedented principles laid out in our founding documents, but today we are no longer taught these truths about our founding; instead, we are taught a revisionist history in which religious faith is absent and God’s Providential hand is ignored. Learn the true story of America’s birthright and of our Founding Fathers.
1. Define American exceptionalism.  From whence did it come?

2. What are 3 revolutionary ideas contained within our Constitution?

3. Name 2 men whose ideas and writings greatly influenced the framers of the Constitution.  What did they write?

4. Rev. John Wise preached a number of things that are contained within the Constitution.  List them.  

5. A Houston study conducted over a period of 10 years analyzed over 15,000 revolutionary era documents in order to ascertain which ones most influenced the Constitution.  What had the most influence?
6. Who were the next 3 most influential people shown in that study?  Where did these men get their ideas?

7. John Adams said that 4 men were behind the American Revolution.  Who were they and what were their vocations?

8. Who went to Parliament to argue for the repeal of the Stamp Act?

9. From which Scripture comes the idea of government in 3 branches?

The separation of government powers?

Tax exemption for churches?

10. Numerous people in early America declared that American is a Christian nation.  Who were some of these people and what were their professions?
11. One of the greatest forms of revisionism is ____________.

12. What is the exception clause?

13. For 3 centuries everyone said that America is a Christian nation.  What has happened to us?

14. Rev. John Wise said that Christianity is basically divided into 3 periods.  What are they?

15. Christian reformers who emerged from the Reformation believed that it was essential to return to what the Bible said and taught; resultant distinctive government characteristics developed as they influenced the nations where they lived.  Barton gives 5 unique principles that govern Christian nations.  Name them.
16. Did the Founding Fathers favor a republic or a democracy?

17. Several Founding Fathers made astute observations about democracies.  Quote one of them here:

18. Noah Webster explained the difference between a republic and a democracy in easy terms.  What is the primary difference?

19. True or False:  One of our Founding Fathers was a Muslim.

20. Why were multiple religions allowed in America?  Is a Christian nation a theocracy?

Church, State & the Real 1st Amendment: Parts 1 & 2

In present-day politics and government, the term "separation of church and state" is regularly used to prohibit expressions of religious faith in the public arena. However, for a century-and-a-half after the Constitution was written, that phrase meant exactly the opposite – it was used to preserve religious expressions in the public square. What was the origin of this now infamous phrase? When and how did its meaning change? Learn the history of this phrase and how its original meaning has been replaced with a completely secular one never intended by the author of the phrase. Discover not only the original story of this phrase but even see the Founding Fathers’ own words and actions concerning it.
1. The phrase “separation of church and state” emerged from the Reformation for what purpose?  What type of a separation was this to be?  In which of our founding documents can you find this phrase?

2. So that you know what the 1st Amendment actually says (not what you think it says), write out the 1st Amendment here:

3. What is the “establishment” clause?
4. What is the “exercise” clause?

5. In 1802 Jefferson wrote a letter to a group of Baptist ministers addressing concerns of theirs over government interference in religious expression.  What did he write to them in context?
6. The House Judiciary Committee Report in 1854 refused to separate Christian principles from public affairs.  What are some of the things this report said about Christianity?

7. What Old Testament example upholds the idea of the separation of church and state?

8. Barton briefly discusses institutional differences in the Bible between which 3 entities?  Discuss briefly the implications when the authority of one crosses into that of another.

9. In 1947 the Supreme Court took Jefferson’s “separation of church and state” phrase out of context in break with a centuries’ understood position in order to secularize the public arena.  What was the name of this case?

10. Another turning point was in 1962 in Engel vs. Vitale.  What was this case about and what was the outcome?

11. How did the Supreme Court redefine “church”?

12. Currently we have 3 1st Amendment “tests” used to decide church vs. state cases that came about as a result of 3 different court cases.  Name the 3 tests and the purpose of each. 
13. What are the functions of the House and Senate chaplains?

14. In 1963 the Supreme Court (my, they were busy) decided to ban what?  Upon what testimony did they base this decision?

15. In 1980 what happened to the 10 Commandments?

16. What did John Adams say about the 10 Commandments?

17. James Wilson, one of the framers of the Constitution, taught in our first law schools and said that “religion and law are____________________________.”

18. How does Congress justify having a House and Senate chaplain, “In God we Trust” on our coinage, and “One nation under God” in our pledge?

19. Who were 2 of our Founding Fathers who were heavily involved in public education and what did they say about the Bible?

20. What was the Capitol used for in 1800?  Who approved this usage?
Influence of the Bible in America
How Pastors Shaped Our Independence: Parts 1 & 2

During the Revolutionary War, churches and clergy played a pivotal role, providing leadership in the political and military arenas and helping shape the intellectual ideas that took root in our founding documents. The Bible helped shape our nation’s government, educational system, and culture in general; and while today’s critics have relegated religious leaders to serving only within the four walls of the church, America’s early religious leaders believed that they were to be involved in every aspect of life – including government. Is there still a role for churches and pastors to play in today’s political arena? Discover the answer to that question as well as how pastors and religious leaders set the course for the nation.
1. Four Founding Fathers’ quotes are given at the beginning on what they believed about the Bible.  Give 1 of these quotes:

2. Dewitt Clinton, who introduced the 12th Amendment made an observation about Christianity and said that it could be contemplated in 2 important aspects.  What are these 2 aspects he was referring to?

3. How was it that the Founding Fathers who were not Christians still accepted the teachings of the Bible?

4. Paraphrase the observation that Robert Winthrop made about the Bible and its role in society:

5. John Quincy Adams encouraged his son to study the Bible.  He engaged in what practice himself?

6. Elias Boudinot recommended what book more than any other?

7. James McHenry founded the Baltimore Bible Society and he said what about the Bible?

8. Barton gives several other quotes from Founding Fathers on their views of the Bible.  Why does he do this?  Wouldn’t just 1 or 2 quotes be enough?

9. Briefly explain the significance of Revere riding to the Rev. Jonas Clark with the news of the British invasion.

10. John Adams said that 2 pastors were the most influential in awakening American principles which ushered in the Revolution.  Who were they? 

11. Rev. George Whitefield urged the separation from the British but did not live to see it happen.  However, Barton tells about what happened later on as men went out to fight the British.  How did they honor Whitefield’s memory and influence?

12.  Rev. John Peter Gabriel Muhlenburg not only was a pastor, but what else did he do?
13. Were these just some isolated pastors involving themselves in the Revolution?  What did the British call the American pastors?
14. Congress also knew the importance and influence of the pastors of that era.  What did Congress use pastors for?

15. What were the spheres of influence for pastors during the Revolutionary era?

16. Define an “occasion” sermon and give an example of one

17. Define an “annual” sermon and give an example of one.

18. How many pastors signed the Declaration of Independence?  How many ratified the Constitution?  

19. How many people signed the Bill of Rights?  Who was 1 of them?

20. In 1954 a bill rider, 501(C) 3, was introduced by whom?  What did the rider do?

When Religion Was Culture
Faith in Our Early Courts
Myths of the Judiciary

Founding Father Alexander Hamilton announced to the nation during the ratification of the Constitution that, "[T]he judiciary, from the nature of its functions, will always be the least dangerous to the political rights of the Constitution. . . . [and] the general liberty of the people can never be endangered from that quarter." Yet today, our religious freedoms and so many others of our once inalienable rights are now regularly threatened by this "least dangerous" branch. This was not our Founding Fathers’ intent – a fact clearly revealed by an examination of early Supreme Court Justices and the values that guided their decisions. Discover the Constitution’s original intent for the courts.
1. The judicial branch was designed to the ___________ branch of our federal government.   Why was this?

2. How did the evangelist Charles Finney become a Christian?

3. When did the Supreme Court begin to its activism?  

4. What were some of the reasons the Founding Fathers impeached Supreme Court justices?

5. What case brought in “judicial review”?  Briefly discuss.

6. Founding Father James Wilson started America’s first law school.  What did he have to say about civil law and religion?

7. Who are the best protectors of our rights?
8. Barton lists several Scriptures pertaining to judges.  Give at least 2 of the references:

9. What are the 3 court levels?

10. In the Constitution, Article 1 lists the powers of what branch of government?

Article 2 lists the powers of what branch?

Article 3 lists the powers of what branch?

Which branch has the most power?  The least?

11. Who appoints the Supreme Court justices?  Who confirms them?

12. In the Declaration of Independence, what 2 complaints are listed about British judges?  Does this sound familiar?

13. What is the first “judiciary myth” Barton gives?  What is the truth?

14. What is the second myth?  What is the truth?

15. What is the third myth?  What is the truth?

16. Who was Joseph Story and what did he believe about Christianity?

17. What is the fourth myth?  What is the truth?

18. What is the fifth myth?  What is the truth?

19. Why do our courts today seem to have so much power?

Evidence of America’s Spiritual Heritage: Parts 1, 2, & 3

If a picture is truly worth a thousand words, what then do the pictures, monuments, and great art of our nation’s Capitol tell us about American history and our nation’s Founders? Many visitors to the Capitol would be shocked to discover that the faith of our Founding Fathers has been chiseled in stone throughout that great building. What is the meaning behind some of our nation’s most baffling symbols, from the dollar bill’s "all-seeing eye," to the towering national monuments of Washington, DC? What happens to a society that forgets the truths and symbols of its own past? And why has this irrefutable evidence of our great spiritual heritage been covered up and forgotten? Discover little-known facts about our nation’s godly history.
1. The painting “Embarkation of the Pilgrims in 1620” is located where?  What does it depict?

2. What is the significance of the Geneva Bible?  When was it printed?

3. Barton states that 4 religious groups favored the Geneva Bible.  What were they and what did each stand for?

4. The most unique feature of the Geneva Bible was the ____________________.  Who was responsible for writing them?

5. Reformation thought was heavily represented in the Geneva Bible.  What was one of the fundamental principles it promulgated?  

6. Another painting in the Rotunda is “The Baptism of Pocahontas.”  Who was she and when was she baptized?  
7. What did Pocahontas change her name to and why?

8. When the Pilgrims were setting out for the New World, they set up the Mayflower Compact.  What did they set up within this document?  What was it based upon?

9. The Pilgrims had the first welfare reform.  What were the 2 reform tenets and where did they get these ideas from?  Was this successful or not?

10. Who are some of the people featured in the National Statuary Hall?

11. What is depicted 50 times in the Supreme Court building? 

12. Revisionists now say that Moses featured in the Supreme Court building is actually holding what?

13. What is inscribed on the capstone of the Washington Memorial?

14. For about 100 years the Capitol functioned in another capacity besides being used by Congress.  What was its other role?  When did this begin?

15. Who was the 1st woman to preach at the Capitol?  

16. Who was the 1st Catholic to preach there?

17. Daniel Webster’s old desk is still used in the old Senate Chamber by New Hampshire legislators.  He loved the Bible and said that “Whatever makes men good Christians __________________.  
18. Lew Wallace is honored with a statue in the National Statuary Hall.  What is he most known for?  Why did he write this book?

19. Alexander Hamilton proposed the formation of what?  What were the 2 purposes that this organization was to fulfill?

20. What was the nickname of John Quincy Adams?  Why did he continue in his campaign even though he did not meet with success?  What does this say about his character?
Four Centuries of American Education: Parts 1 & 2

For centuries, America’s educational philosophy centered on teaching "religion, morality, and knowledge" – the three aspects set forward in 1789 in America’s first federal law addressing education. In fact, America’s great Founding Fathers and educational leaders spoke openly about the need for public education to inculcate these three elements. However, over the past half-century, a dramatic change has occurred, and a completely secular philosophy now dominates the American classroom. In fact, most Americans today are not only uninformed but often misinformed about the spiritual heritage of our nation and its Founders. What can history tell us about a nation who forgets its past? Is revisionism in textbooks really a problem? Discover the remarkable history of American education.
1. If a nation is to survive with its identity intact, upon what does it depend?

2. Benjamin Rush said that the 2 most important people in America were:

3. In 1789 the 1st educational bill was passed which set the standards for the educational system.  What 3 essential things were educators to teach?

4. Briefly, what was Connecticut’s Literacy Law about?

5. Barton talks about 4 “organic” laws of America upon which all other laws are built upon.  What are these 4 laws?

6. What is the Northwest Ordinance and what did it do?

7. Fisher Ames, who wrote the final draft of the 1st Amendment, made a statement about education.  He said that the Bible ________________________________.
8. In 1860 how many university presidents were there?  How many of them were Christians?   What does this tell you about Christianity and education?

9. A remarkable (to us in this era) number of Founding Fathers attended college at a very young age and assumed positions of responsibility as well.  Name at least 2, what they did, and when.

10. Abraham Lincoln is credited with a statement about philosophy in the schoolroom.  Write the quote:
11. Who founded Harvard and why?  What are the 2 mottoes of Harvard?  Who graduated from Harvard?

12. What was the directive of Yale?  What did it require of its students?

13. What was the “Old Deluder Satan Law”?

14. The president of Princeton, John Witherspoon, believed that an individual, community, and nation needed to bear down on ____________________, because if people become that, a government becomes that and that nation cannot last.

15. Who were some of the people responsible for setting up the first schools for African Americans?

16. Who worked to educate women?

17. Benjamin Rush said that the Bible should be the primary textbook in public schools and gave a reason why.  What is that reason?

18. He went on to say that if you take religion out of education, what would happen? 

19. Who was the “Schoolmaster of America”?

20. John Adams said that our Constitution was only made for a _________________.

Great Black Patriots
From Bondage to the Halls of Congress

The Civil Rights Movement

Unknown to most today, black and white soldiers often fought side-by-side in the fierce battles of the Revolutionary War that birthed our nation, and many black leaders played pivotal roles in our government in the 1700s and throughout the 1800s. Why do our classrooms neglect so many of our nation’s great black leaders – military heroes such as Peter Salem, influential pastors like Lemuel Haynes and Richard Allen, Revolutionary spy James Armistead, or U. S. Congressman Joseph Hayne Rainey? Learn about these remarkable leaders and their great spiritual faith, and discover little known facts about the early civil rights movement. Uncover the truth of our nation’s black heroes and patriots.
1. Who founded the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) church?  

2. During the yellow fever plague of 1793, many fled from Philadelphia for fear of their lives.  Three notable men remained to serve and help the people of the city.  Who were they?

3. What was the 3/5 clause in the Constitution?

4. Who rode with Paul Revere when he warned of the arrival of the British?

5. What did the Northwest Ordinance prohibit?

6. What did Congress do in 1808?

7. What was the Missouri Compromise about?  Which party had control of Congress?  What were they promoting?

8. What were some of the effects of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Law passed by Congress?

9. What did the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act do?

10. In May of 1854, a new political party was established.  What was this party?  Who belonged to it?  What were their basic tenets?
11. Who acted as a double agent during the Revolutionary war and aided Washington and Lafayette?

12. Who was the hero of the battle of Bunker Hill?

13. In 1857 the Supreme Court, not to be outdone by Congress, ruled in the Dred Scott decision.  What was their decision?

14. Who was Harry Hoosier?  

15. Why were there no national efforts to end slavery prior to 1787?

16. In the 1860 elections, how did the Republicans manage to win?

17. Passing civil rights laws did not begin in the 1960s, but rather a century earlier.  What 3 Amendments were passed?  What was significant about the 13th Amendment?  Who preached in the Capitol after it passed?
18. What political action did black Americans engage in during the Reconstruction?  The first black legislators were from what party?

19. Barton names 7 black legislators who were the first to serve in the US Congress.  Name them and what their occupations were.

20. Why did civil rights legislation come to a halt in 1875?

21. What was formed in 1866?  What was its purpose?  

22. An estimated 4800 lynchings took place at the hands of the Klan.  Who were some of their victims?  Were they all black?  Why or why not?

23. What did Frederick Douglass say was his politics?  How did he encourage people to vote?
24. What 3 principles should guide Christians when they vote?

25. Explain briefly what took place with civil rights laws in the 1960s.  Include how they got passed.  

The Assault on Judeo-Christian Values
The Duty of a Free Citizen

Over the past two centuries, a dramatic change has occurred in America. The rich spiritual heritage of our Founding Fathers and the religious beliefs and values they incorporated through American government and institutions are now met with increasing hostility. Are we really in what many describe as a "Cultural War"? Does the mixing of politics and faith create a dangerous environment within a nation, or does it actually preserve the unique principles that made the United States the most successful nation in history? In the American Heritage Series, discover the role that Biblical values played in our founding, how far America has drifted since that time, and what citizens today can do to return to restore those values.
1. Four institutions influence a nation.  What are they and how are they influencing America today?

2. In 1954 LBJ added a rider to a bill, the 501(C)3, that did what?

3. Since religion is no longer a part of public education, what have been some of the results we have seen?  Discuss others which Barton doesn’t mention here.

4. What is your understanding of Christian duty?  To what areas does it extend?  Do you think that you need to do more in this arena?
5. What was the greatest force in our nation’s history?

6. Jesus advocated action and said:

7. What is the key to good government?

8.  What things does Barton list that we should be doing in order to influence our culture and nation today?

9. Rev. Charles Finney, of the Second Great Awakening, admonished Christians to do what 2 things?

10. Discuss the disciples asking Jesus to increase their faith and His response.

11. Discuss Nehemiah and the Israelites rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem in context with this series.

Suggested reading:

Two Treatises of Government by John Locke

The Lives of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence by Charles Goodrich

The Story of Liberty by Charles Coffin

The Bible Lessons of John Quincy Adams for His Son (Profiles in Fatherhood)
Value of the Bible and Excellence of the Christian Religion by Noah Webster

Noah Webster’s Advice to the Young and Moral Catechism

The New England Primer by Noah Webster

The Colored Patriots of the American Revolution by William Nell
Service of Colored Americans in the Wars of 1776 and 1812 by William Nell
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